
Foxtrotters Dance 
Club’s White 
Christmas Dance

WHAT: The Foxtrotters Dance Club 
will have a White Christmas dance with The Johnny 
Knapp Band for singles and couples over the age of 
55. Refreshments included. Attire is cocktail, semi-
formal or formal. Participants can bring an hors 
d’oeuvre or dessert to share on the buffet table. 
WHEN: Today at 7 p.m. with dancing from 7:30 to 
10:30 p.m.
WHERE: East Cobb Senior Center, 3332 Sandy 
Plains Road, Marietta
COST: Admission $10 at the door.
INFO: (770) 509-4900. foxtrottersdanceclub.
wordpress.com

A Dickens’ Christmas 
Carol: A Traveling 
Travesty in Two 
Tumultuous Acts
WHAT: A Dickens’ Christmas Carol: A 
Traveling Travesty in Two Tumultuous Acts by 
Mark Landon Smith tells the story of a doomed 
production of the Dickens classic, A Christmas 
Carol. When the company’s diva feigns illness, the 
merry troupe of upstart and over-the-hill actors 
decide to proceed without her.
WHEN: Today at 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 19 at 3 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. and Dec. 20 at 3 p.m.
WHERE: Out of Box Theatre, Artisan Resource 
center, 585 Cobb Parkway South, Marietta
COST: $17 to $25
INFO: (678) 653-4605 or www.outofboxtheatre.com

Dale Hartsfield 
Book Signing
WHAT: The Acworth Bookstore will 

have Dale Hartsfield signing copies 
of his book, “What’s In A Name?: A 

Historical Perspective of Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport 1925-2014.” The book explores 
the airport from its humble beginnings to present 
day, how a rundown racetrack became the world’s 
busiest airport.
WHEN: Dec. 19 from 1 to 5 p.m. 
WHERE: Acworth Bookstore, 4857 N. Main Street
INFO: (678) 403-1355

Natural Tales and 
Green Gifts
WHAT: The Chattahoochee Nature 
Center will have Natural Tales 
and Green Gifts, a winter-themed 
storytime in the spirit of the season. Afterwards, 
participants can bring in their gift to wrap or use 
some of their NEX points to purchase a nature 
gift for someone. CNC will have nature-inspired 
wrapping materials ready to make the gifts 
special.
WHEN: Dec. 21 to 23 at 11 a.m.
WHERE: Chattahoochee Nature Center, 9135 
Willeo Road, east Cobb
COST: Included with general admission and free 
to members
INFO: www.chattnaturecenter.org

New Year, New 
Artists, New Work
WHAT: dk Gallery will have its 
first show of the year, “New Year, 

New Artists, New work” introducing 
new artists Joe Adams, Nancy Bass, Gena Brodie 
Robbins, James Garrett, Erika Guillory Page, 
Jenny Schultz and Aaron Whitehouse.
WHEN: Jan. 8 to 30
WHERE: dk Gallery, 25 West Park Square, 
Marietta
INFO: www.dkgallery.us
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One Step Ahead
Through the universal language of 

music and dance, Shen Yun weaves a 
tapestry of heavenly realms, ancient 
legends and modern heroic tales, 
taking participants on a journey 
through 5,000 years of Chinese 
culture. A Shen Yun performance 
features the world’s foremost 
classically trained dancers, a unique 
orchestra blending East and West, 
and dazzling animated backdrops.

Shen Yun will be at the Cobb 
Energy Performing Arts Centre on 
Jan. 15 at 7:30 p.m. and Jan. 16 at 
2 p.m.

For more information, call 
(770) 916-2800 or visit www.
cobbenergycentre.com.
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GO! I THE ROOT HOUSE

Movie
“Alvin and the Chipmunks: 
The Road Chip”

Release date: Today

Music manager Dave (Jason 
Lee) is not only enjoying a bur-
geoning career, but a blossoming romance with 
Samantha (Kimberly Williams-Paisley), a beau-
tiful doctor who works in the emergency room. 
Through a series of misunderstandings, the 
chipmunks start to believe that a marriage pro-
posal is on the horizon. Dreading the thought of 
an antagonistic stepbrother (Josh Green), Alvin 
(Justin Long), Theodore and Simon embark on 
a cross-country odyssey to prevent their best pal 
from ruining their lives. — www.wikipedia.org

Media Guide: A look at the latest releases
Rental
“War Room”

Release date: Dec. 22

With great jobs, a beautiful 
daughter (Alena Pitts) and a 
dream house, the Jordans 
seem to have it all. Appearances can be 
deceiving, however, as husband Tony (T.C. Stall-
ings) flirts with temptation and wife Elizabeth 
(Priscilla Shirer) becomes increasingly bitter, 
crumbling under the strain of a failing marriage. 
Their lives take an unexpected turn for the 
better when Elizabeth meets her newest client, 
Miss Clara (Karen Abercrombie), who encourag-
es the couple to find happiness through prayer.   
—  ondvdreleases.com

Album
Rachel Platten 
“Wildfire”

Release date: Jan. 1

Rachel Platten’s wildly 
anticipated new album 
is “Wildfire.” The album includes the triple 
platinum single, “Fight Song,” that dominated 
U.S. radio charts throughout 2015, and the 
new hit single, “Stand By You,” co-written by 
Rachel along with Bleachers Jack Antonoff, 
Joy Williams and Matt Morris. Following the 
release of “Wildfire,” Platten will embark on 
her first ever headline tour, “The Wildfire 
Tour,” beginning in Dallas and crisscrossing 
North America wrapping up in Los Angeles. — 
www.amazon.com

Built by Hannah and William 
Root, circa 1845, the Root House is 
one of the oldest surviving homes in 
Marietta. Marietta’s first pharmacist, 
William Root, was the patriarch of an 
original family of the city. A founder 
of St. James’ Episcopal Church, Root 
was loved and respected not only by 
his fellow parishioners, but the com-
munity at large.

The Root House & Garden is 
run as a working museum by Cobb 
Landmarks & Historical Society. 
Guests can glimpse into the home 
life of a middle class merchant and 
his family.  

During the month of December, 
the Root House is decorated to reflect 
how people celebrated the holidays 
in Marietta during the 1850s. 

“We hang greenery around the 
house such as evergreen boughs, 
holly and magnolia branches. All our 
decorations are made up of fresh cut 
greenery and handmade ornaments 
such as ‘pomanders,’ which are fruits 
like apples or oranges stuck with 
cloves and rolled in fragrant spices, 
and then hung to dry around the 
house. We will even have an authen-
tically decorated 19th century Christ-
mas tree standing in our parlor,” said 
Manager of the Root House Museum 
& Garden Rick Dreger. 

“Decorations like these were very 
popular in the 1800s and really give 
visitors an authentic 19th century 
holiday experience,” he said.   

During December, the community 
can enjoy the holidays of a simpler 
time.  “A lot of times people get so 

stressed out by the holidays that they 
don’t get the chance to relax. Visiting 
the Root House during the holidays 
will really give people the chance 
to experience the simplicity of the 
season as it was the 19th century,” 
Dreger said. 

The season offers a unique oppor-
tunity at the Root House. 

“One thing that makes the Root 
House special among house muse-
ums is that we change the ‘dressings’ 
in the house to reflect the house 
keeping methods of the 1850s. So, 
when you visit in winter, the house 
will look different than it does in 
summer. And if you visit at Christ-
mas, it will look different still, with 
all the fresh decorations and holiday 
atmosphere,” he said.

The Root House Museum & Gar-
den transports visitors to a different 
time. “We put so much work into 
making this home as authentic as 

possible so guests to the home can 
see what life was truly like back in 
the 1850s and, more specifically, 
what life was like in Marietta in the 
1850s,” he said. 

“If you are truly looking to learn 
about how most people lived during 
the mid-19th century, then the Root 
House is the best place to do that. 
This was the home of an average, 
middle-class family who experienced 
many of the same trials and triumphs 
that we do today, just with a different 
wardrobe,” Dreger said.

Open Wednesday through Satur-
day from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. Tours 
are at 11:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 1:30 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m. Admission is $7 
for adults, $6 for seniors and students 
$6 and $5 for children 6 to 17 years 
old.

Volunteer opportunities are avail-
able. For more information, visit 
roothousemuseum.com.

A docent welcomes visitors Saturday evening during the Root House Tour at Christmas event. / Staff-Kelly J. Huff

CHRISTMAS PAST
Experience a traditional 19th century holiday at historic home

— By Sally Litchfield —
sallylit@bellsouth.net

Above: Abigail Merchant welcomes guests during the event. Below: Volunteer 
Clarissa Clifton offers Judy Parker and Russ Marshall a cup of hot apple cider.

Enjoy the tra-
ditions of Old 
Marietta. Go 

to the Root House 
Museum & Gar-
den off the Marietta 
Square at 145 Den-
mead Street where 
the historical tradi-
tions of Christmas 
come alive.  


