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Construction on WellStar 
Kennestone’s new $126 mil-
lion emergency department 
is moving right along.

Marietta motorists may 
have noticed a few changes to 
the triangle between Church, 
Cherokee and Cherry streets 
on their way to and from the 
interstate each day. 

The state-of-the-art facil-
ity set to open in the first 
quarter of 2020 is designed 
to keep up with an ever-ex-
panding Cobb County, Well-
Star Health System execu-
tives say.w

Rich Kulik, WellStar’s 
project manager, said con-
struction of the new ED is 
on schedule despite heavi-
er-than-normal rains this 
year. 

“The weather is our biggest 
challenge right now,” said 
Kulik, estimating about nine 
days have been lost due to 
weather since officials broke 
ground on the project back 
in February. 

Retaining walls and the 
building’s foundation are 
going up now, he said, and 
anywhere between 50 and 
60 employees a day can be 
seen at work constructing the 
new facility. The buildings 
that once sat on the site of 
the ER expansion are now 
gone. 

The existing emergency 
department built in 1974 
was constructed to handle 
about 60,000 patient vis-
its a year. But the ED has 
seen twice that many people 
annually, and last year, Ken-
nestone recorded 145,000 
emergency visits.

The size of the facility 
will increase from 44,000 
square feet of clinical space 
to 136,000, and the expan-
sion will allow the emergency 
room to treat as many as 
185,000 people annually. 
The four-story building will 
include more than 20,000 
square feet on its top two 
floors and another 91,000 
square feet of parking, mak-
ing it one of the nation’s five 
largest emergency depart-
ments. A two-level bridge 
over Church Street will con-
nect the new emergency 
department to the hospi-
tal’s main campus.

Since the ceremonial groundbreaking in February, where the first shovels of dirt by WellStar-Kennestone Hospital and Gov. 
Nathan Deal were turned, construction by Brasfield & Gorrie General Contractors has changed the landscape inside the 
triangle of Church, Cherry and Cherokee Streets for the new Emergency Department. / Kelly J. Huff

Kennestone’s new emergency dept. still on schedule
Set to open 
in early 2020

Senior citizens known as “The Foxtrotters” gather at county senior center for monthly dances to live music. It’s important for seniors to 
get out and socialize to keeping loneliness at bay, notes club president Barbara Digulla. / Robin Rayne
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They came to dance the night 
away — and say goodbye.

For two decades, senior citi-
zens known as the Foxtrotters 
Ballroom Dance Club gathered 
monthly at the East Cobb Senior 
Center to socialize and glide 
across the floor with waltzes, 
cha-chas and swing band clas-
sics from long ago.

Their evenings were filled with 
live music, laughter and camara-
derie, with the burnished patina 
of friendship that comes with 
time and age. 

For this soirée, held on the 
evening of June 22, glittery eve-
ning gowns and crisp tuxedos 
mingled with others’ Sunday 
finery to celebrate what would 
be the club’s last dance, with 
more than 100 seniors filling 
the room. Many were from sur-
rounding communities, includ-
ing Stone Mountain and Law-
renceville.

“It has been a wonderful run 
for the past 21 years at the Fox-
trotters dances, but, as they say, 
all good things must come to an 
end,” Carolyn Davenport wrote 
in her invitation to the club’s 
bittersweet farewell celebration.

Faced with the possibility of 
increased fees to rent space at 
the senior center, club officers 
made the painful decision to dis-
band, she said.

“The increase made it too 
expensive to continue, dou-
bling our costs. We would have 
needed to pass those costs on to 
our members but they are mostly 
retired and on fixed incomes. The 

senior center was perfect for our 
dances. It has fabulous dance 
floor, and it’s been a wonderful 
facility for us over the years. I 
wish we could’ve kept on, but 
sadly, we could no longer afford 
it,” Davenport explained.

Cobb County commissioners 
voted in late 2017 to increase 
rental fees for the five coun-
ty-owned senior centers this year, 
though an increase in those fees 
is still pending as commissioners 
wait for a report on the matter. 

However, the commission 
established a new annual $60 
per person membership fee for 

Cobb seniors — payable in $5 
monthly installments — to use 
the centers, and increased indi-
vidual activity fees as well.

“There was so much back-
lash about the increases that 
the commissioners held town 
hall meetings at each center. The 
meetings were ‘standing room 
only’ and we tried to have our 
voices heard, but they wouldn’t 
listen. I guess we just don’t have 
strong enough voices or votes,” 
Davenport said. 

Residents 60 and older make 
up less than 16 percent of the 
Cobb County’s population, 

according to recent U.S. Cen-
sus figures.

For nearly three hours, the 
three-piece Continentals band 
played a wide range of tunes, 
from “Leroy Brown,” “Girl from 
Ipanema” and “Only You” to Ker-
mit the Frog’s “Rainbow Connec-
tion” and Glenn Miller’s 1940’s 
swing band hit, “In the Mood.” 

The musicians ended their 
last set and the evening with 
the “Tennessee Waltz,” a tune 
made famous by Patti Page in 
1950. The parquet-wood floor

Last Dance
Foxtrotters dance club holds final event

“It’s important for seniors to get out and socialize to keeping loneliness at bay,” notes club president 
Barbara Digulla. The club met every month for more than 20 years until county-mandated increases 
in fees caused the club to disband. Pictured above is Dobson with husband, Gordon.

Staff  reports

Advance voting for the July 24 pri-
mary runoff elections starts Monday.

Voters who chose a party ballot in the 
May primary must vote for the same 
party in the runoff. Voters who did not 

vote in the primary can 
vote in the runoff for 

either party.
From Monday 

through July 20th, 
registered voters 
can cast a ballot 

early at the Cobb 
Elections Office, 736 

Whitlock Ave. in Marietta, 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. The Elecitons Office will be 
closed on July 4th, however.

On Saturday, July 14, the Elections 
Office will be open for early voting 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

From July 16 to July 20, the county 
will open four additional locations 
around Cobb for early voting. 
♦ East Cobb Government Service 

Center, 4400 Lower Roswell Road, 
Marietta
♦ South Cobb Community Center, 

620 Lions Club Drive, Mableton
♦ West Cobb Senior Center (Lost 

Mountain Park), 4915 Dallas High-
way, Powder Springs   
♦ NorthStar Church, 3413 Blue Springs 

Road NW Kennesaw
These locations will be open from 8 

a.m. to 6 p.m.
On the Republican side, there are 

five races that are headed to a runoff.
♦ Governor: Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle and 

Secretary of State Brian Kemp
♦ Lt. Gov.: State Sen. David Shafer, 

R-Duluth, and former state Rep. Geoff 
Duncan
♦ Secretary of State: State Rep. Brad 

Raffensperger, R-Johns Creek, and for-
mer Alpharetta Mayor David Belle Isle
♦ State House District 36: Author and 

radio host Ginny Ehrhart and Mars Hill 
Community Church Pastor Tom Gray
♦ Cobb Commission District 1: Incum-

bent Commissioner Bob Weatherford 
and consultant Keli Gambrill

For the Democrats, two races will 
be on the runoff ballots:
♦ State School Superintendent: Con-

sultant and former president of the 
National Parent Teacher Association 
Otha Thornton Jr. and President of 
the Georgia Association of Educators 
Sid Chapman
♦ U.S. House District 6: Gun safety 

activist Lucy McBath and business-
man Kevin Abel

In Smyrna, a race for a seat on the 
council is also headed to a runoff. The 
race is nonpartisan.
♦ Retiree Idella Moore and small 

business owner Tim Gould.
For more information, call Cobb Elec-

tions at 770-528-2581. Voters can view 
their sample ballots at mvp.sos.ga.gov.

Early voting 
for runoff 
starts Mon.
Voters must vote for 
the same party that 
they voted for in May
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